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Friends, 
 
As we journey deeper into this Lenten season of self-reflection, I’m writing to ask for your 
support and love during an unexpected challenge in my life.   
 
I will need to have open myomectomy surgery on Monday, April 18th for a very large uterine 
fibroid. This is a non-cancerous tumor, but one that has caused me long-term pain and 
discomfort. My surgery is expected to go smoothly and help me feel much better.  
 
I will go on sabbatical for a six week recovery, beginning on April 18th. I look forward to 
returning to church on Tuesday, May 31st with renewed energy and strength. 
 
I’m incredibly grateful that I have a fantastic medical team at St. Barnabas that is taking great 
care of me, along with my patient husband, Sam, my mother, Nancy, and a number of close 
friends who are ready to lend a hand. I also have several clergy colleagues who are stepping in to 
help out with preaching and worship, pastoral care, and moderating the Session at WPC. 
 
Should you have any urgent questions or concerns, please contact our wonderful church 
administrator, Marilyn O’Connell, and Clerk of Session, David Berry, who will be the point 
people in my absence. They will also keep you updated via email on my progress post-surgery. 
Marilyn and David are not serving as the Pastor, but will relay information directly to me should 
decisions or action need to be taken that cannot wait until my return. Rest assured: I will not be 
completely absent from the church.  
 
Our fantastic Elders and Deacons are also taking the lead in their various ministry areas. They 
are equipped to provide abundant leadership during my sabbatical. Please don’t hesitate to 
contact them for assistance. I listed them below for your convenience. 
 
Many of you have already asked me how you can best support me and my family. First and 
foremost, please pray for my caretakers, medical team, and myself. I also appreciate your 
encouraging words, especially handwritten cards, emails (heatherbwpc@gmail.com), and 
inspiring book recommendations. The manse address: 
 
66 Sagamore Road 
Millburn, NJ 07041 
 
During my sabbatical, we would welcome meals and baked goods. (I’m especially fond of 
chocolate!) My hope is to be able to set up visits with some of you at the manse as I start to feel 
better. 



 
Thanks for your continued support, love, and encouragement during this difficult time. I’m so 
grateful that I don’t walk this journey alone, but have a wonderful church family to lean on.  
 
I will look forward to celebrating the Easter Resurrection with you before my sabbatical, the 
assurance that God’s presence is with us always. As we near the cross, may you find comfort in 
these words from John 14:27, which have given me strength for what lies ahead. 
 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not 
let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” 
 
May the peace of Christ surround you and be with you during this Lenten season. 
 
With Love and Gratitude,  
Pastor Heather 
 
 
Point People During My Sabbatical 
Church Administrator, Marilyn O’Connell (973-376-3066, ext. 2, wyomingpres@gmail.com) 
Clerk of Session, David Berry (201-306-0635, dabberry@aol.com) 
 
Elders 
Adult Ed: Jon Reese 
Communications: Foster Wright 
Finance: Scott Mayfield 
Membership/Celebrations: Tabby Gillim & Becky Sawyer 
Mission: Max Calbick & Ann Schwenke 
Personnel: John Tratnyek & Michelle Pourakis 
Property & Grounds: Kirk Sohr 
Stewardship: Kathy Stine 
Worship: Vicki Sanborn 
 
Deacons 
Moderator: Liza DeBlis 
Congregational Care: Betsy Swan & Judy Versenyi 
Meals: Cheryl Wood 
Memorial Services/Events: Eva Curtis 
Minutes: Chris White & Tony Rodriguez 
Deacon Training: Michael Auer & Tony Rodriguez 
Prayer List: Deirdre Brown 
Spiritual Practices: Ayer Bellerman 
Technology/Social Media: Anne Davis 
Transportation Needs: Michael Auer 
 
 


